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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the set display brightness" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner assumes that "the set display 
brightness" is referring to the value that in line mentioned in line 7 ("setting the display 
brightness") 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yong et al. (USPGPUB 2004/0012556— herein referred to as "Yong"). 

As to Claims 1 and 12 . Yong teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising: a display device capable of changing a display brightness (Fig. 2, 
Reference Number 30 and Pg. 2, il's S, 17 and 18)\ means for detecting a peripheral 
illuminance of the display device (Fig. 2, Reference Number 34)] means for setting the 
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display brightness of the display device in accordance with the detected illuminance 
(Pg. 2, H 19)\ means for correcting the set display brightness (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, 22 
andPg, 3, H's 25-29)] and means for changing a brightness correction amount 
corrected in accordance with the detected illuminance (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, 22 and Pg. 
3, f s 25-29). 

As to Claim 2, Yong teaches that the means for setting the display brightness 
determines the brightness of the display device on the basis of a predetermined 
brightness setting pattern which defines a brightness change amount in a change of 
illuminance, and sets the display brightness of the display device in accordance with the 
illuminance detected by the means for detecting the illuminance (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, 22 
and Pg. 3, ^'s 25-29), 

As to Claim 3, Yong teaches that the means for changing the correction amount 
comprises correction brightness setting patterns in which the brightness change amount 
to the change in illuminance is changed stepwise from the predetermined brightness 
setting pattern at a predetermined ratio, and means for selecting one of the correction 
brightness setting patterns, and the means for correcting corrects a variable brightness 
amount to the change in illumination by means for adjusting the display brightness in 
accordance with the brightness change amount to the change in illuminance that is 
defined in the selected correction brightness setting pattern (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, U 22 and 
Pg. 3, H's 25-29), 

As to Claims 7 and 13 , Yong teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising: a display device capable of changing a display brightness (Fig. 2, 
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Reference Number 30 and Pg. 2, ^'s 8, 17 and 18); means for detecting a peripheral 
illuminance of the display device (Fig. 2, Reference Number 34); means for setting the 
display brightness of the display device in accordance with the illuminance detected by 
the illuminance means for detecting (Pg. 2, ^ 19); means for changing the display 
brightness within a predetermined brightness range using the set display brightness as 
a reference (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, H's 21-22 and Pg. 3, H's 25-29); and means for 
detennining the predetermined brightness range changed by the means for changing In 
accordance with the detected illuminance (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, fl's 21-22 and Pg. 3, H's 
25-29). 

As to Claim 8 . Yong teaches means for storing a plurality of correction patterns 
which define the predetermined brightness range (Fig. 2, Reference Number 42), 
means for selecting a correction pattern from the plurality of patterns (Fig. 2, Reference 
Number 44), wherein the means for detemnining the predetermined brightness range 
determines the predetemriined brightness range in accordance with the correction 
pattern selected by the means for selecting and the illuminance detected by the means 
for detecting (See Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, H's 21-22 and Pg. 3, H's 25-29). 

As to Claim 9 . Yong teaches that the means for changing can change the 
brightness stepwise with a predetemriined change width within the predetennined 
brightness range (See Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, H's 21-22 and Pg. 3, ^'s 25-29). 

As to Claim 10 . Yong teaches that the predetennined change width is changed 
in accordance with the illuminance (See Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, ^'s 21-22 and Pg. 3, y^'s 25- 
29). 
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As to Claims 11 and 14 . Yong teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising: a display device capable of changing a display brightness (Fig. 2, 
Reference Number 30 and Pg. 2, ^j's 8, 17 and 18)\ means for detecting a peripheral 
illuminance of the display device (Fig. 2, Reference Number 34)\ means for setting the 
display brightness of the display device in accordance with the illuminance detected by 
.the illuminance means for detecting (Pg, 2, ^ 19)\ means for changing the display 
brightness with a predetermined brightness width using the set display brightness as a 
reference (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, H's 21-22 and Pg. 3, U's 25-29), and means for 
detennining the predetermined brightness width changed by the means for changing in 
accordance with the detected illuminance (Fig. 3 and Pg. 2, fl's 21-22 and Pg. 3, U's 
25-29), 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yong 
in view of Wagner (U.S. Patent 5,933,1 30— herein referred to as "Wagner"). 

As to Claim 4 . Yong teaches the means for setting the display brightness has a 
plurality of sets of correction brightness setting patterns for respective brightness 
conversion characteristics (See Fig. 3 andPg. 2, H's 21-22 and Pg. 3, fl's 25-29). 
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Yong; however, fails to teach that the means for selecting further comprises a graphic 
user interface which is displayed on the display device so as to be able to select each of 
the plurality of sets of correction brightness setting patterns prepared in the means for 
setting. Examiner cites Wagner to teach a graphic user interface which is displayed on 
the display device so as to be able to select each of the plurality of sets of correction 
brightness setting patterns prepared in the means for setting (See Fig. 7 and Co/. 9, 
lines 5-f 6j. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the use of a graphical user interface 
displayed o the display device as taught by Wagner in the information processing 
apparatus taught by Yong in order to provide the user with a reliable visible feedback. 

As to Claim 5 , Yong, as modified by Wang, teaches the graphic user interface 
displaying a graph of each set of correction brightness setting patterns to be selected by 
the means for selecting, so as to be able to select each set (Wang— See Fig. 7 and 
Col. 9, lines 5-16). 

As to Claim 6 . Yong, as modified by Wang, teaches the means for selecting 
includes means for performing, by predetermined key input operation, selection of the 
set of correction brightness setting patterns and selection of a correction brightness 
setting pattern in the selected set (Wang— See Fig. 7 and Col. 9, lines 5-16 — note use 
of keyboard). 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Shimomura et al. U.S. Patent 5,406,305 

Weindorf . U.S. Patent 6,762,741 

Davis U.S. Patent 6,870,529 

Gettemy U.S. Patent 6,947,017 



Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney Amadiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7762. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638.^ The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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